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Seldom Found on Cover (2) 
by Hugo Ruoss 

A Study on Early Swiss Airmail:  

The Swiss 30 Rp. Helvetia(F1) Airmail Stamp with red overprint 

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung, 12/2007, pp. 498-500, and is published 

here with the gracious permission of the SBZ.  The translation is by Ernest L. Bergman.  Part 1 of the series 

was reprinted in TELL January 2010. 

 

Abstract: Covers with the airmail overprint on the 30 Rp. stamp (F1) are not common.  Covers with this 

stamp, demonstrably prepared for a flight, are rare and belong in a Swiss airmail collection.  After the 

writing of examples with F1 on the Lörrach-Frankfurt line in SBZ 11/2007  [TELL January 2010] we lay 

out here the other lines of which mailed covers with F1 are known. 

 

2.  Airmail letters on the CIDNA line Strassbourg-Prague-Warsaw 

This French-Romanian line could be used 

from November 22, 1920 for airmail from 

Switzerland to Prague.  I have copies altogether of 

12 covers to Prague and one to Warsaw.  The airmail 

surcharge in 1920 amounted to 3 francs for each 20 

grams.  A juicy surcharge!  We know of the Paganini 

letter of Nov. 23, 1920, shown in Fig. 11, with legend 

“Only by airmail Strassbourg to Prague,” with 

arrival cancel ”Praha 27.XI.1920-5” with eleven 30-

Rp. airmail stamps and another 50 Rp. for a total of 

Fr. 3.80 (regular postage and registration at 25 Rp. 

each + Fr. 3 = Fr. 3.50; so why Fr. 3.80?).  Why stick 

on the eleventh airmail stamp for a lacking 15 Rp.?  

On a better copy we can see at the upper left 29 in 

blue.  Does it mean that this cover was 29 grams?  

Then the regular postage would have been 65 Rp. for  
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Fig. 11.  Letter of November 23, 1920 from Basel to Prague, sent by 
Dr. Paganini, with eleven 30-Rp. airmail stamps and 50 Rp. in 
regular stamps. 
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a total of Fr. 3.65.  Did he have only a 30-Rp. stamp?  But watch out: actually, in this case another Fr. 3.-- 

would have been due (Fr 3.--   for each 20 grams).  Did they think that Fr. 3.-- was quite enough?  (From 

April 1921 the airmail surcharge was only 50 Rp. for each 20 grams)  The letter was back in Basel on Dec. 

31, 1920.  Unexplainable is the fact that on March 3, 1921 in Strassbourg a 75-centime postage due stamp 

was canceled on the back!  Did they at last levy a 

late fee for the missing airmail surcharge?  

Around this time of the end of 1920 there is 

another piece (registered 971) from Basel 2 to Prague 

to one Joseph Rehorek with a block of four of F1.  

However the line was closed down in December 1920. 

On October 13, 1921 Adolf von Arx apparent-

ly mailed at least three letters from Bellinzona to 

Prague, each with a 30-Rp. airmail stamp (illustra-

tions of the registration numbers 994 and 996 are at 

hand). 

There are at least six letters from the Zum-

stein Company in Bern to Vily Ekstein in Prague 

starting May 1921.  At least four of them were 

franked with both 30- and 50-Rp. airmail stamps 

(Fig. 12). 

 

Airmail to Warsaw 

From June 21, 1921 airmail could be sent 

from Switzerland with CIDNA to Warsaw.  Why I 

have seen only one cover up to now is puzzling.  Did 

no one have an address in Warsaw?  The airmail sur-

charge was indeed somewhat higher than to Prague, 

one franc instead of 50 Rp. for each 20 grams (Fig. 

13). 

3.  Airmail letters on the line  

Toulouse – Casablanca 

According to the information of the PTT, from 

November 19, 1920 one could also send airmail from 

Switzerland to Morocco.  The letters were conveyed to 

Toulouse, where they would be flown by LAT (Ligne 

aérienne latécoère) to Rabat and Casablanca.  One such 

“classic” comes yet again from Dr. Paganini (Fig. 14).  

There is yet another registered letter from the known collector Prof. Dr. Paul Schoop from Wadens-

wil to Casablanca on January 26, 1921 with three 30-Rp. airmail stamps and one franc in other postage.  

The letter has an arrival cancellation of Feb. 2, 1921. 

(Continued on page 13) 

 
Fig. 12.  This letter of May 20, 1921 is correctly franked: surface 
letter rate 40 Rp., airmail surcharge 50 Rp. = 90 Rp.  (The 30-Rp. 
stamp was counted toward the surface letter postage.) 

 
Fig. 13.  This Paganini letter of July 9, 1921 from Zweisimmen to 
Warsaw is a jewel. The regular postage is at the upper right, the air-
mail surcharge at the lower left. 

Fig. 14.  This letter was mailed on Nov. 25, 1920 in Basel 2 to Ca-
sablanca.  The airmail surcharge was Fr. 1.25 for the first 20 grams.  
(regular postage and registration were each 25 Rp., airmail sur-
charge 1.25 = Fr. 1.75; the franking is Fr. 1.77 including a block of 
four of F1). 
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From the President’s 

Album 

by Harlan F. Stone 

Nominating Committee 

After two terms the time has come for me 

to relinquish the presidency of AHPS at the end of 

this year. I have appointed a Committee on Nomi-

nations comprising David Durham, an AHPS past 

president, who will serve as chairman; Bill Lucas, 

immediate past president; and Gordon Trotter, our 

auction manager. They will recommend a slate of 

candidates in the November Tell. To be elected to 

two-year terms for 2011-12 are trustees in the fol-

lowing positions: president, vice president, secre-

tary, treasurer, and regional trustees for the 

central, eastern and western areas. If you are in-

terested in running for one of these office, contact 

David at dedur@aol.com or (585) 624-5575, or Bill 

or Gordon at their addresses on page 2. I am not 

retiring completely since I will automatically as-

sume the position of immediate past president.  

 

Pre-Publication Book Orders 

By June 1st AHPS members had pre-

ordered 96 copies of our book Philately of Switzer-

land – An Introductory Handbook. The Board of 

Trustees has selected the Covington Group of Kan-

sas City, Missouri, to print the 352-page book after 

two rounds of bidding involving five printers. The 

AHPS Board of Trustees must now set the book’s 

post-publication price. 

 

New Audio-Visual Programs 

We expect to introduce two new introducto-

ry Swiss philatelic programs on DVDs at our 

AHPS convention program during the July 16-18 

Minnesota Stamp Expo in Minneapolis, both pro-

duced for us by Gretchen Moody, director of educa-

tion at the American Philatelic Society. 

“Switzerland’s 13 Types of Postal Stationery” is 

scheduled for our Friday afternoon seminar, and 

“Switzerland: A Panorama of Its Stamps” for our 

Saturday morning business meeting. 

 

Time for New York Chapter? 

 The original Helvetia Society for Collectors 
of Switzerland (1938-1957) reached a peak of na-

tional activity during the late 1940s when its 

members established “branches” that held meet-

ings and social events in Northern New Jersey, 

Philadelphia, New York, Albany (N.Y.), Detroit 

and Chicago. 

 During the 1960s-1980s three successor 

organizations created “chapters” of various dura-

tions in the Northern New Jersey, Boston, New 

York and Washington-Baltimore areas. At present 

AHPS has only one chapter. It is in the Seattle 

area. Is the time right to try to establish again a 

New York group with regular meetings?  

Treasurer Bruce Marsden, a New Jersey 

resident of the tri-state New York metropolitan 

area, has proposed that AHPS take advantage of 

the attraction that the semi-annual New York 

Postage Stamp Mega-Events have for collectors 

throughout this area. On a trial basis he and I or-

ganized a meeting in New York on April 17. Al-

though only four other AHPS members showed up, 

they readily endorsed our effort and said we should 

plan a second meeting. For a report on the first 

meeting and details of the proposed second meet-

ing, see the related story in this issue. 

 

Swiss Trans-Atlantic Mail 

In my book review of Understanding 

Transatlantic Mail by Richard Winter in the 

March Tell, I pointed out that no covers are rec-

orded from Switzerland to the United States under 

the 1847 U.S.-Bremen arrangement and the 1867 

U.S.-North German Union convention, and only 

one under the 1857 U.S.-Hamburg convention. 

Some readers may miss the fact that this is true 

only of covers to the United States. The book illu-

strates 14 covers that went from the United States 

to Switzerland under these conventions. If you 

have one of those covers, don’t think you possess a 

new discovery.  
 

Think – and surprise everybody! 

Our AHPS convention in 

Minneapolis 
This is just a quick update, since all ar-

rangements have been publicized in earlier 

TELLs, and if you are coming, you have made 

your plans.  But tell Mike Peter if you are 

coming to the AHPS dinner Friday or 

Saturday evenings (or both ☺☺☺☺).  There will 

be 82 frames of Swiss exhibits on display.  Al-

so, on Friday and Saturday evenings there 

will be an AHPS hospitality suite. 
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AHPS Holds  

New York Meeting  
Six AHPS members met on April 17 for the 

first of a proposed semi-annual series of meetings 

that will coincide with the spring and fall Postage 

Stamp Mega-Event shows in New York.  AHPS 

Treasurer Bruce Marsden, who co-hosted the meet-

ing with President Harlan Stone, suggested it too 

late for an announcement in Tell.  As a result, an 

invitation went 

to only the 

AHPS members 

who have rec-

orded their e-

mail addresses 

with Secretary 

Dick Hall.  

Those who ga-

thered at the 

Collectors Club 

in Manhattan 

are identified in 

the photo.  

Bruce, also a governor of the club and its 

Library Committee chairman, conducted a tour of 

its world-class philatelic collection, emphasizing 

the Swiss periodicals, books and catalogs, all open 

to the public.  He also led a show-and-tell hour 

with a display of his expanding exhibit of Cam-

pione d’Italia.  Another highlight was Bob Ju-

ceam’s archival assemblage of Canton Lucerne 

revenue stamps, including proofs and full sheets.  

Four of the attendees concluded the afternoon pro-

gram with a group dinner at a nearby restaurant.  

The next New York meeting will take place 

at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., Manhat-

tan, on Saturday October 23, at 3 p.m.  It will fall 

within the dates of the Postage Stamp Mega-Event 

scheduled for October 21-24.  Bruce and Harlan 

extend an invitation to all AHPS members.  They 

need advance acceptances in order to tell the Col-

lectors Club how many AHPS members to expect. 

Their addresses are on page 2.  

 

AHPS Auction 147 

Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

1 450 47 32 86 75 

4 475 48 4 87 1 

5 80 49 45 88 2 

6 20 51 32.50 89 1 

7 40 53 475 90 1 

8 195 54 5 91 4 

9 11.50 59 139 92 3 

12 35 60 150 94 25 

13 150 62 25 96 47.50 

14 40 63 12.50 98 105 

15 26 65 2 100 140 

17 90 67 22 101 175 

19 8 70 30 103 2 

24 48 71 1 105 4 

25 1.50 72 6.50 108 10 

26 9 73 235 109 3 

27 2.50 74 10 110 30 

30 8 75 13 116 160 

31 4 76 11 117 83 

32 32 77 11 118 90 

33 7 78 6 120 70 

34 2.50 79 7 123 15 

35 47 80 5 124 5 

37 395 81 5 125 20 

38 100 82 4 126 5 

39 3.50 83 10 127 5 

40 9 84 6 128 5 

42 130 85 125  

 
From left to right: Bruce Davidson, Becky 
Finch, Bob Juceam, Helen Galatan-Stone, 
Harlan Stone, and Bruce Marsden 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

The Lunaba stamp show will be in Luzern 

on September 3-5.  This level-2 show should 

be a good opportunity for AHPS members to 

see what a show in Switzerland is like!  See 

the May TELL, page 15, for more informa-

tion. 
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Switzerland’s Postal Envelope Production  

1867-1886 
by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH 

This article was first published in Postal Stationery Nov-Dec 2007, Vol 49, #6, Whole Number 357, the official bi-
monthly magazine of the United Postal Stationery Society.  Anyone who is interested in the UPSS can contact Editor 
Wayne Menuz at upss-ed@pacbell.net or (408) 265-5539. 

During 1867-68 Switzerland issued its first series of four postal envelopes to encourage and facili-

tate prepayment of certain basic postage rates: 5-centime and 10c for local and non-local domestic letters, 

and 25c and 30c for international letters to neighboring countries. Prepayment had been obligatory since 

October 1, 1854, but not enforced. 

By 1886 when the Postal Department stopped issuing enve-

lopes, it had released 33 major varieties, the same design on all 

(Figure 1) showing a dove above a cross on a shield, the shield 

bracketed by alpine roses and edelweiss, and the flowers bracketed 

by 22 stars representing the number of Swiss cantons at that time. 

In Switzerland an envelope with this design is called a tüblibrief, 

Swiss dialect for a dove letter, tübli being synonymous with the 

German word for taube (dove). Varieties include different envelope 

sizes, imprinted stamp positions, impressed paper control marks, 

watermarks, flap knives, and embossed flap rosettes.1 

At first the paper for the envelopes came from the Biberist 

Paper Mill in Biberist; the envelopes from the factory of Jouvet & 

Gassmann in Lausanne; and the printing from the private associa-

tion that Albert Escher, director of the Federal Mint in Bern since 

1859, had established at the mint in 1867. In February 1878 Heng-

geler, Hämmerli & Company in Landquart became the paper sup-

plier in place of Biberist. In 1882 Gustav A. Hasler took over the 

printing from the organization of Escher, who had died in 1879, but moved the operation out of the mint for 

lack of space. (Escher and Hasler together had purchased the Swiss Federal Telegraph Workshops in Bern 

in 1865.) Jouvet & Gassmann retained its contract to make the envelopes until the end of production in 

1886. 

The paper produced throughout the 1867-86 period varied from white to brownish gray. Because of 

its poor quality it was susceptible to mold spots. The search for clean, spotless envelopes often takes pa-

tience.  

Impressed into the paper for the envelopes was a control mark depicting a dove, the first of three 

versions (Figure 2).  The mark is colorless, seen by shining a light through the paper, and is caused by re-

 
Fig. 1. Imprinted stamp design for all envelopes 

     
 

Fig. 2. Types I, II and III impressed dove control marks 
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duction in the thickness of the 

paper similar to a watermark, 

which it resembles.  (A water-

mark differs only in that it is 

formed during the paper-making 

process,)  The Type I used in 

1867-68 has only three feathers 

along the top of its left wing and 

only six tail feathers.  Depending 

on how the sheets for envelopes 

were stacked for cutting out the 

blank forms, and how an individ-

ual envelope form was then 

folded, the dove on the front of a 

finished envelope could be in 

eight different positions (Figure 

3). In the normal position it is fly-

ing to the left. 

The sheets were large enough for eight envelope forms. When several sheets were stacked for si-

multaneous cutting, the knives (the blades in the shape of unfolded envelopes) punched out eight envelopes 

at the same time from each of the stacked sheets.2 The shape of the knife created another distinctive fea-

ture of the first envelopes, a flap that extends downwards in the shape of a tongue (Figure 4a). 

 A flat “monogram” press at the Fed-

eral Mint printed the denominations on the 

individual blank, pre-folded envelope forms 

one at a time. The press operator had to posi-

tion the paper for each envelope on the flat 

bed, then release a brass matrix die in an 

overhead punch. When the inked matrix 

(printing) die landed on the patrix (hub) die 

below, with the paper between them, the paper that was forced into the recessed parts of the matrix by the 

raised parts of the patrix became the embossment, and the ink on the flat parts of the matrix, which 

matched the flat parts of the patrix, became the colored imprint. 

In the final steps, workers folded each envelope, applied gum to the flap with a brush, and em-

bossed a colorless rosette on the flap. The addition of the rosette made an envelope a fully-produced, official 

example. An inspector who impressed the rosettes counted each one for production records and control. The 

Federal Mint then distributed never less than 1,000 completed envelopes to a post office in 10 banded 

packets of 100.  Post offices sold the envelopes at face value, and the public could buy them in any quantity.  

Although the rosette started out raised, it exists 

both raised and sunken (Figure 5) because the enve-

lopes were not consistently placed in the embossing ma-

chine in the same way. The two versions are related to 

different production periods: only raised during 1867-73 

(catalog Nos. 4-16), both raised and sunken during 

1873-77 (Nos. 17-27), and only sunken during 1878-86 

(Nos. 28-33).  

The first issue of four envelopes is distinctive be-

cause the imprinted stamp is at the upper right corner 

of each envelope (Figure 6).  This is the customary position for adhesive stamps on a cover. Postal clerks 

received instructions not to cancel the imprinted stamps since envelopes could not be used twice and the 

use of cut-out stamps was also illegal.  But out of habit clerks sometimes continued to apply their cancel-

lers to the upper right corner. 

In 1869 the Postal Department reissued the four envelopes with the imprinted stamp in the upper 

left corner.  This move allowed postal clerks to handstamp postmarks in the upper right corner, as was 

   
Figs. 4a & 4b. Outer flap knives for smaller envelopes. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Eight possible orientations of dove. 

 

    
Fig. 5. Raised and sunken flap rosettes 
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their habit, without defacing the imprinted stamp. 

The tongue-shaped flap, the impressed dove and the 

raised rosette remained the same. 

In 1871 the Postal Department reissued the 

four envelopes again but this time with a new knife 

that created a rounded flap without a tongue (Figure 

4b). The dove control mark and the raised rosette 

still remained the same. 

When these envelopes appeared for the 

fourth time in 1873, more feathers were added to the 

dove control mark.  This Type II (Figure 2) has four 

instead of three feathers along the top edge of the 

left wing and eight instead of six in the tail, making a solid cluster there. No changes occurred in the 

rounded flap, but the raised-only rosette exists on only the 5c envelope.(1) (The catalog’s 1874 date for this 

envelope has been replaced by an earliest recorded use on September 25, 1873.)  On the three other enve-

lopes, and on the next issues, the rosette is found both raised and sunken. 

 On May 4, 1874, the Postal Depart-

ment announced it was going to replace the 

dove control mark with numeral control 

marks reflecting the denominations of the 5c 

and 10c envelopes (Figure 7). Both the “5” and 

“10” are large and ornamental, with a vine-

like floral design on the former and a ribbon 

design on the latter. Like the dove, these con-

trol marks can end up in seven orientations 

besides the normal upright figure. Shortly af-

ter the introduction of the “10”, the wire used 

to impress this control mark on the envelope pa-

per broke and was discarded. As a result, this 

envelope is very rare mint or used. 

In the meantime the Postal Department 

recognized a need for larger envelopes and issued 

two measuring 116 mm instead of 84 mm high 

(Figure 8), a 10c denomination in early 1874 and a 

25c denomination in early 1876, the latter for the 

new UPU standardized rate to member countries 

in Europe.  Under the UPU rates the Postal De-

partment no longer needed a 30c envelope after 

1875.  These larger envelopes continued the use of 

the dove control mark but with the fewer number 

of feathers and now in a tilted-up position with its 

right wing pointing skyward (Figure 2 Type III)). 

The color of the 10c envelope changed from car-

mine red in 1874 to aniline red in 1877. Another 

significant aspect was a convex knife pattern at 

the apex of the bottom flap (Figure 9a), match-

ing that on the top flap, but different from the 

concave pattern on the bottom flap of all the 

smaller envelopes since 1867.  

Still preferring a “10” control mark for 

the smaller 10c envelope, the Postal Depart-

ment introduced another version late in 1874 

(Figure 10). It comprises a Swiss cross sur-

rounded by 22 stars for the number of Swiss 

 
Fig. 6. One of four 1867-68 smaller envelopes. 

                   
Fig. 7. Numeral control marks. 

 

 
Fig. 8. One of two larger 1874-76 envelopes. 

   
Figs. 9a & 9b. Inner flap knives for larger envelopes. 
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cantons, and this design “squared” by the numeral 10 in all four corners. The full 

design normally appears in the upper left quadrant of the envelope’s front but 

can also end up in seven other locations, in some cases partly on the flaps. The 

carmine red color of this envelope also changed to aniline red in 1877.  

The next issue saw the reappearance of the two large envelopes, the 10c 

in 1877 and the 25c in 1878, but with a new knife pattern for the bottom inside 

flap, a concave instead of a convex apex (Figure 9b), returning the shape to the 

same one on the smaller envelopes. This change occurred after the operator of 

the flat bed press placed the blank envelope form for the 10c carmine red 

envelope upside down several times, thereby printing the denomination upside 

down in the lower right corner instead of upright in the upper left corner at least four recorded times. One 

close student of Swiss stationery has advanced the theory that the Postal Department introduced the con-

cave bottom flap to distinguish it from the convex top flap and prevent more printing errors3.  This visual 

difference would have helped the press operator recognize the correct orientation for the paper on the 

press.  The Type III dove on these two envelopes, as to be expected by now, exists in seven abnormal posi-

tions besides the normal one flying upward to the left.  The 25c envelope became the first with its rosette 

only sunken. 

When Henggeler, Hämmerli replaced Biberist 

in 1878, this new paper supplier created a watermark 

(Figure 11) to replace the different dove and numeral 

control marks for an 1879-83 issue of smaller 5c, 10c 

and 25c envelopes. The watermark is an arabesque 

design with a central Swiss cross on a shield within a 

double-lined border running diagonally from the lower 

left to the upper right of the envelope’s front. With var-

iations in the border lines, the arabesque and the coat 

of arms, 29 varieties of this watermark have been cata-

loged, nine involving the 5c envelope, eight the 10c envelope, and 12 the 25c envelope. The major varieties 

pertain to the double line at the bottom of the watermark. At first both lines were complete, then part of 

the wire for the inner line broke off, and finally the broken wire was completely removed. Combined with 

these varieties on each envelope are watermarks with the diagonal running from the upper left to the lower 

right, arabesques in reverse, and/or coats of arms upside down, depending on how the sheets of paper were 

positioned under the plate with the eight cutting knives. All three envelopes, and all those following, have 

only sunken flap rosettes. 

For the last issue of envelopes, Henggeler, Hämmerli used paper with the impressed dove control 

marks.  In 1881 the Postal Department released a smaller 10c envelope in aniline red instead of the car-

mine red of 1871 and 1873, and with a dove wearing extra feathers (Type II of 1873).  In 1885 came anoth-

er 10c envelope in the same aniline red color but with a dove wearing fewer feathers and tilted up (Type III 

of 1874). Finally in 1886 appeared a smaller 5c envelope in black-brown instead of the light brown of 1871 

and the dark brown of 1873, and with a dove wearing fewer feathers and tilted up (Type III of 1874). 

By 1870 the Postal Department had absorbed an annual average cost of 115,000 francs to manufac-

ture envelopes.  However, it felt that rapidly increasing sales of pre-stamped envelopes – 11.6 million that 

year, 20 million by 1875 – more than offset this cost by simplifying the handling     (continued on page 12)  

 
Fig. 10. Second 10c  

numeral control mark. 

 
Fig. 11. Diagonal watermark (with reversed arabesque) 

 

Interested to know more about Swiss postal stationery? 
 

 

Please contact the 
 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 

Secretary : Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
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AHPS AUCTION NUMBER 148 
 

As always, we are pleased to present an outstanding sampling of Swiss philately to tempt you.  You 

are encouraged to bid early, high and often – and have fun! 

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as appro-

priate.  Values are from the 2009 Zumstein unless otherwise noted.  Soldier stamps are cataloged per 

Wittwer.  Airmail covers are cataloged per Schweizer Luftpost Handbuch.  Catalog values are converted to 

dollars at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 0.90.  Most lots are illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site 

www.swiss-stamps.org. 

Closing date for bids in this auction is July 26, 2010.  Please send bids to auction manager Gordon 

Trotter by one of the following means;  E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org .  Mail:  10626 Fable Row, Co-

lumbia, MD 21044.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged.  The deadline for submitting lots 

for the next auction is September 15, 2010. 

 
Lot 

# 

Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

1 11 (Sc 2L7) U F, narrow margins, Berra-Gautschy certificate 4350 800 

2 12 (Sc 1L5) U XF, huge margins, black rosette cancel, Eichele certificate 3900 2250 

3 18 (Sc 11) U VF 4 margins, tiny face scrape at bottom not mentioned in Eichele cer-

tificate 

720 200 

4 21G (Sc 35) U F 2 margins 648 75 

5 22F (Sc 32) U 3 large margins, but cut in at left 1260 145 

6 22G (Sc 36) U F, 2+ margins 27 10 

7 24G (Sc 38) U AVG, 2- margins 68 18 

8 25D U F-VF almost 4 margins.  Listed in SBK but not Zumstein.  SBK value: 144 75 

9 27C (Sc 30) U F-VF 3 margins 1170 230 

10 35 (Sc 48) U F-VF, couple of blunt perfs. 203 95 

11 36C (Sc 50 var.) U F-VF, intense gold variety.  Signed Urs Hermann. 315 80 

12 63A (Sc 75) * F appearance, small thin 212 20 

13 72A (Sc 88) U F-VF 36 12 

14 93B (Sc 112a) U F 11 3 

15 114 (Sc 141) * LH VF 113 38 

16 115z (Sc 144a) U block of 4 with clear, bold central SPIEZ 20.VII.37 CDS 117 40 

17 133 (Sc 187) U VF 14 6 

18 135.2A.01 (Sc 189 var.) * VF, broken 8 variety 135 57.50 

19 160 (Sc 180) * NH VF 36 15 

20 163-6 (Sc 200-3) * NH VF post office fresh 396 225 

21 163-6 (Sc 200-3) * LH VF 198 69.50 

22 164.2.01b (Sc 201 var.) * LH F-VF, broken F, L, second E variety 72 30 

23 177 (Sc 209) * NH VF 144 69 

24 178 (Sc 206) * LH VF 189 85 

25 179 (Sc 185) * NH VF 563 315 

26 219-27 (Sc 247-55) * NH VF 41 22 

27 243-51 (Sc 270-8) * NH VF 68 29.50 

28 270 (Sc 301) U VF, BERN 14.XI.45 CDS 135 68 

29 271 (Sc 302) U VF 225 75 

30 273 (Sc 304) U VF, GENEVE 24.IX.45 CDS 360 220 

31 294-6 (Sc 322-4) U F-VF, low value creased 18 7 

32 314.2.02 (Sc 345 var.) * NH VF, hidden passenger variety 113 49.50 

33 483.RI.01-485.RI.01 (Sc 521-3) * NH F-VF coil strips of 5 with control number 11 5 

34 628 (Sc 724) U VF 4 2 
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35 Z25a-27f (Sc 256-67) * NH F-VF complete se-tenant pairs and triptychs 225 125 

36 Z66-77 (Sc 659-61) * NH VF complete se-tenant pairs and triptychs 23 15 

37 S17 * NH VF 10 4.50 

38 S35 U VF, Berra-Gautschy certificate 360 240 

39 S57-9 U VF 16 7 

40 F29.2.02 (Sc C29 var.) * NH light horizontal crease, white roof variety 99 28 

41 F29.2.02 (Sc C29 var.) U VF, white roof variety 77 42.50 

42 WI/I-III * LH VF, Pro Juventute forerunners, signed Walter Abt 600 275 

43 WI/4-6 (Sc B4-6) * NH VF, Liniger certificate 203 95 

44 WI/4-6 (Sc B4-6) * NH VF 203 125 

45 WI/20 (Sc B20) U VF 81 35 

46 WI/21-4 (Sc B21-4) U F-VF 108 50 

47 WI/25-8 (Sc B25-8) U VF blocks of 4 with central CDS, Renggli certificate 684 360 

48 WI/29-32 (Sc B29-32) U VF blocks of 4 with central CDS, Liniger certificate 324 160 

49 WI/33-6 (Sc B33-6) U F-VF 18 7 

50 WI/37-40 (Sc B37-40) U F-VF 22 8 

51 WI/45-8 (Sc B45-8) U VF 14 5.50 

52 WI/83.3.01 (Sc B87 var.) * NH VF, retouched A in Helvetia, in block of 4 68 32.50 

53 WI/86-8,90-2,94-6,98-9,102-3 U F-VF, 1938-42 costumes 50 20 

54 WI/89-92 (Sc B 89-92) U F-VF 22 8 

55 WI/93-6 (Sc B106-9) U VF 14 6 

56 WI/188 (Sc B308) U VF on piece 2 1 

57 WI/281-5 (Sc B492-6) U VF with tabs and sock-on-the-nose first day cancels 5+ 7 

58 WI/328-31 U VF 5 2 

59 WII/48 (Sc B193) U block of 4 on piece 27 10 

60 WII/307 (Sc B725) U block of 6 on piece 16 6 

61 WIII/16 (Sc B130) U OG VF, first day cancel – Postmuseum 90 40 

62 WIII/19-20 (Sc B141-2) U VF 12 5 

63 WIII/32 (Sc B206) U VF first day cancel 243 130 

64 WIII/35 (Sc 352a) * LH VF 59 25 

65 MH/WI/2a (Sc B227-30) complete Pro Juventute 1953 booklet with gray green cover 216 99.50 

66 DIV/10z (Sc 3O21a) U OG F-VF, Berra-Gautschy certificate 252 150 

67 DV/I-IV * NH VF Pestalozzi BIE forerunners 38 25 

68 DV/II * NH VF, natural paper inclusion 7 3 

69 DV/V-VIII * NH VF Father Girard BIE forerunners 63 29.50 

70 P54z-5z,57z,60-1z (Sc J60a-1a,63a,66-6a) U F-VF 10 3 

71 PF/1 * NG F “Gratis” 248 30 

72 FR/2 * NH VF Franco 360 200 

73 FR/4 U on piece Franco 18 9 

74 T4 U VF 3 Fr. Telegraph, one short corner perf. 990 100 

75 Campione d’Italia  1A-5A * LH VF, signed 293 140 

SOLDIER STAMPS 

76 K’stab 84 U on piece with unit cancel 2 1 

77 K’stab 87 U on picture card with unit cancel 7 3 

78 Geb Fus 318 * NH VF 1 1 

79 Geb Fus 349 * NH VF 2 1 

80 Grenz trp. 204/1 U VF 135 80 

81 HD arbeit 27/1 * F-VF 36 22 

82 HD arbeit 29/1 * NG VF, corner margin copy 90 20 

83 Verpflegungs 76a, 4 different in block 27 10 

AIRMAIL COVERS & FORERUNNERS 

84 ZF/18 S46a Zeppelin Switzerland flight, St. Gallen 2.XI.29, overfranked with F5, 

F14-5 (Sc C5, C13-4) on sleeping boy post card.  Cat. For stamps: 

225 90 
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85 1976 first flight covers to and from Kuwait, with Swiss, Liechtenstein, and Kuwait 

postage: RF76.5a, 76.5aL, 76.5d 

23 6 

86 1977 first flight covers from Geneva with UN postage: RF77.11aU, 77.11cU, 77.16bU 21 5 

87 1977 first flight covers, two with Liechtenstein postage, and from Seychelles and 

Turkey: RF77.8aL, 77.8b, 77.10a, 77.10aL, 77.19a 

22 5 

88 Special 1977 flight Budapest-Lugano and Centennial helicopter flight Milan-Lugano, 

both for Regiofil Lugano: SF77.3, SF77.4a; two 1978 covers Milan to Lugano and 

Mendrisio: SF 78.1., SF 78.1b 

24 6 

89 1978 first flight covers between Geneva and Oporto, carrying Swiss, UN and Portug-

al postage: RF78.3a, 78.3aU, 78.3b, 78.4a 

16 4 

90 1978 first flight covers from Zürich and Geneva, two franked with blocks of four from 

lake ships sheet: RF78.1b, 78.6a, 78.18a, 78.18b 

22 5 

91 1978 first flight covers posted from UN Geneva (2), Algeria, Cyprus: RF78.1a, 

78.6aU, 78.13a, 78.18bU 

17 4 

92 1979 first flight covers carrying Liechtenstein postage: RF79.1bL, 79.2bL, 79.4aL, 

79.6aL, 79.9bL 

18 4 

93 1979 first flight covers from Geneva and Zürich: RF79.1b, 79.2b, 79.4a, 79.6a, 79.9b, 

79.9bU 

22 5 

94 1979 first flight covers to Zürich and Geneva, from Sweden, Tokyo, Paris, Togo Re-

public: RF79.1a, 79.2a, 79.3a, 79.9a 

17 4 

95 1979 first flight covers Miami-Zürich: RF79.7a, 79.7b 25 8 

96 1983 first flight covers Zürich to Boston and Chicago, franked with Swiss, UN, and 

Liechtenstein postage: RF83.3a, aU, aL, b, bU, bL 

22 5 

97 1983 first flight covers : Oporto and Frankfurt: RF83.6a., aL, 83.9a, aL, b 20 4 

98 1983 first flight covers: Mauritius, carrying Swiss, UN, Liechtenstein, and Mauritius 

postage: RF83.a, b, bU, bL 

14 3 

99 1983 first flight covers: Bulgaria, Kuwait, Osaka: RF83.11a, 83.16a, 83.16aL, 83.22a 19 4 

100 1987 first flight covers from Atlanta and Chicago: RF87.2a, b, 87.7a, b, c, d 22 5 

101 1987 first flight covers Zürich to Atlanta, with Swiss, UN, and Liechtenstein postage: 

RF87.2c, cU, cL 

13 3 

102 1987 first flight covers from Hannover, Nürnberg, Turin, and Milan: RF87.3a, 87.4a, 

87.6a, 87.8a, 87.10a 

18 4 

103 1987 first flight covers to Innsbruck, Riyadh, and Mauritius, variously franked with 

Swiss and UN postage: RF87.5a, 87.9a, aU, b, 87.11b, bU 

22 5 

COVERS 

104 Registered airmail 10c postal card with additional franking, Yverdon 26.XI.43 via 

Basel to Yugoslav consul in Cairo, Egyptian censor stamp. Corner crease. 

 25 

105 10c postal card with additional franking, from Yverdon internment camp via Cairo to 

Yugoslav consul in Capetown, German and South African censor stamps 

 25 

106 K2 + S2 + 117 in strip of 5 on cover, St. Imier 11.VIII.10 to Lucerne, unusual frank-

ing to attain the proper rate 

225 125 

107 National Fete registered airmail postal card # 60, Zurich 7.IX.37 to Oberhofen 68 40 

108 264 (Sc 295) pair on registered and backstamped cover from Winterthur to Zollikon 2 1 

109 WI/37-40 (Sc B37-40) plus two extra #40 on registered cover front to US 150 25 

110 WI/178 (Sc B287) block of 4 on cover 3 2 

111 WII/1y (Sc B90) on cover 4 1.50 

112 WII/13 (Sc B110) on cover 2 1 

113 WII/26 (Sc B146) block of 4 on cover 11 3 

114 WII/50 (Sc B195) plate number single on cover 39 13 

115 P57, WI/97 (20) (Sc J51, B112) on cover 5 2 

MISCELLANEOUS 

116 Revenue stamps:  82 different town, canton and federal revenues, most F-VF, many 

on piece, attractive grouping.  Cat. Per ancient catalog 

270+ 100 

117 Collection of regular issues, most used, mounted on Scott specialty pages, nice repre-

sentation, several better.  Scott value: 

650 60 
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118 Collection of semi-postals, most used, on Scott pages, B1//B385 complete except sou-

venir sheets and B188.  Scott value: 

1250 250 

119 Collection of airmails C3//C46, 34 different unused and used, on Scott pages.  Scott 

value: 

275 40 

120 Zumstein Specialized catalog 1939, slight tear on back, generally fine condition  25 

 
Switzerland’s Postal Envelope Production  

1867-1886 
(continued from page 8)  of posted letters.  During the first decade of the postal envelope era, envelopes 

outsold adhesive stamps by nearly three to one. 

But by 1876 the annual costs to manufacture envelopes had risen to nearly 160,000 francs. To en-

courage more purchases of adhesive stamps, the Postal Department began on July 1, 1877, to charge 1c per 

envelope more than face value.  As a result, costs fell to less than 32,000 francs in 1880. The use of enve-

lopes also fell, down to 2 million by 18844. As a result, the Postal Department ended production in 1886 but 

continued to sell remaining stocks. All envelopes continued valid for postage through December 31, 1924.  
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  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

There is no Matterhorn Meanderings column in 

this issue.  My mother used to say “Apple pie 

without the cheese is like a kiss without the 

squeeze,” to which I might add “or a TELL 

without a Matterhorn Meanderings column by 

Dick Hall,” but it wouldn’t rhyme.  Dick Hall 

and his wife Yolanda are on a trip that will in-

clude a cruise between Budapest and Prague 

and a visit to philatelic friends in Switzerland.  

We trust they are having a great time! –  GS 
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Seldom Found on Cover (2) 
(Continued from page 2)   There is even a third letter of April 18, 1921 from Romanshorn to Casab-

lanca with two 30-Rp. airmail stamps and 97.5 Rp. of other postage, for a total of 157.5 Rp.  For the postage 

Fr. 1.55 would have been enough (40 + 40 + 75 Rp.). 

 

4.  Airmail letters on routes inside 

Germany 

There are matter-of-fact covers franked with 

the 30-Rp. airmail stamp that were flown on routes 

within Germany (Figs. 15 and 16). 

 

5.  Airmail letters on the  

Paris-London route 

There exist at least two airmail covers Paris-

London with F1, that were flown before the official 

announcement on January 1, 1922.  One is shown in 

Fig. 17. 

6.  Airmail covers on the Ad-Astra 

route Geneva-Zürich-Nürnberg 

There even exist letters and cards with the 

30-Rp. airmail stamp that were flown on this route 

either from Geneva to Zürich or to Nürnberg.  One 

interesting example is the card shown at the left 

(Fig. 18).    (Continued on page 15) 

 
Fig. 16.  Another letter of July 31, 1920 (as well as a third from Au-
gust 11, 1921 from Sils-Maria) with 80 Rp. regular postage for the 
registered letter as well as 30- and 50-Rp. airmail stamps for the 
airmail surcharge.  Large red marking “Per Flugpost” and a blue 
marking “17+”.  These markings could have refered to the carriage by 
air. 

 
Fig. 15.  Letter from Sils-Maria to Berlin Juy 20, 1921 with 40 Rp. in 
regular stamps as well as the 30- and 50-Rp. airmail stamps.  The 
letter has “Flugpost” underlined.  Unfortunately, however, the Swiss 
airmail stamps were not accepted for the airmail surcharge.  The letter 
was marked 40 Pfennigs postage due (Beside the T is written 1.60.  A 
surcharge of four times the amount lacking?)  The letter was very likely 
flown on the Rumpler link from Munich via Nürnberg-Leipzig to Berlin.  
Rumpler flew this route from March 5 to October 30 of 1921. 

 

 
Fig. 17.  Airmail letter of March 14, 1921 from Lugano to London with 
the 30-Rp. airmail stamp (plus 40 Rp. for regular postage).  From Jan. 
1, 1922 the air surcharge was 25 Rp.  The letter was flown from Paris 
to London in March 1921, as is confirmed by the arrival stamp “BCM 
Air Field.” 

 

 
Fig. 18.  September 9/11, 1922: postcard mailed as printed matter 
from Zürich 1 via Nürnberg to Munich.  With departure postmark 
“Swiss Airmail Sept. 9, 1922.18”, flown on Sept. 11, 1922.  (Correctly 
franked: Printed matter 10 Rp., Airmail surcharge 25 Rp. = 35 Rp.) 

 



14  TELL                                                                                    July 2010 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
ELECTED OFFICERS 2009-2010 APPOINTED OFFICERS

President 

Harlan F. Stone 

P.O. Box 770334 

Woodside NY 11377 

Home: 718-478-2374 

hfstone@rcn.com 

 

Past President 

William R. Lucas 

20429 N. 83rd Place 

Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

Home: 480-342-9739 

wlucas3@cox.net 

 

Vice-President 

   Open 

 
Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
20 Whitney Road 
Short Hills, NJ 07078  
Home: 973-218-9774 
Office: 212-804-3619 
bmarsden@bellatlantic.net 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@verizon.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@tritechcoatings.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Rudy Keller 

4221 Roundtop Road 

Export, PA 15632-1834 

724-325-3260 

rudolfkeller@windstream.net

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Steven S. Weston 
1536 Parvenu Lane 
Fallbrook, CA 92028 
760-731-6671 
sweston@westonmuir.com 

 
Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@COX.NET 
 

Auction Manager 
Gordon Trotter 
10626 Fable Row 
Columbia, MD 21044 
410-730-7936 
trotters2@verizon.net 
 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 

 

Publicity Chairman 

Awards Chairman 

Harlan F. Stone 

(see column 1) 
 

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 1) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

PhilatelicSocieties  

Michael Peter 

(see column 2) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

P.O. Box 601 

Dundee, OR 97115 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 

 

 

Copyright 2010, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS).  TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the 

American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies. TELL is published bimonthly 

(Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov). 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and 

are not necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor.   

Letters and articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva and 

related philately are welcome and should be sent to the Editor.  

Whenever possible, submit material by e-mail in as a Microsoft 

Word attachment.  Illustrations may be submitted as image files; 

or we can copy/scan your originals (please consult the Editor 

before sending actual stamps, covers, etc.).  Please include your 

name, address, email address, and telephone number. 

Subscriptions for 2010 include AHPS dues: United States, $23, 

which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 

overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 

from the Secretary or download from Web page.  Change-of-

Address should be sent to the Secretary. 

 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 

sent to the Editor.  Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 

Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 

Printed by Inkspot Printing, Salem Oregon 97301. 

AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational 

organization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS 

is dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

• inform its readers about Swiss philately 

• support the activities of AHPS 

• provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

• serve needs of AHPS members 

 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 
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Seldom Found on Cover (2) 
(Continued from page 13)   There are cards known to Director Klumperstein in Berlin with postage 

of 48.5 Rp. as well as F1 and F2!  Postage needed was 25 Rp. for the card, 40 Rp. for registration, and 25 

Rp. for the airmail surcharge, making altogether 90 Rp.  The card is franked with a total of 128.5 Rp.  

Therefore from the two airmail stamps 41.5 Rp. was counted. 

 

Addresses 

There are several covers with the 30-Rp. stamp that were used in Switzerland during the period of 

validity.  (See under “Rare Frankings” p. 455, SBZ 11/2007). 

Then there were at least a dozen examples with the F1, used after its period of validity, and not as-

sessed as invalid!  Why not?  The airmail stamps were in fact not figured as postage, but were still can-

celed.   

There exists a registered cover of May 27, 1924 from the Mustermesse special flight Basel-Bern, on 

which a block of four of F1 is used as postage surcharge.  Furthermore, there exist letters of July 13, 1927 

Luzern-Holland with the 30-Rp. airmail stamp used as additional postage, canceled normally.  Finally, 

there are at least two covers from the Willisau Flugmeeting of Aug. 24, 1930 with the 30-Rp. airmail stamp 

as additional postage. 

 
Fig. 19.  Letter from the Luder-Edelman company (Corinphila) of Sept. 
10, 1922 from Zürich (international flugmeeting) to Geneva.  The air-
mail stamp was not counted as postage, but was canceled neverthe-
less. 

 
Fig. 20.  Registered letter of April 13, 1924 on the occasion of the 
special flight Grenchen-Zürich; the letter is overfranked together with a 
30-Rp. airmail stamp, the necessary postage was 65 Rp.  There exist 
at least two more letters from 1924 on which the 30-Rp. airmail stamp 
was counted as part of the postage. 
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The following two examples are interesting (Figs. 21 and 22): 

 

 

Please send copies of further interesting examples to Hugo Ruoss, Postfach, 8302 Kloten.  Many 

thanks! 

 

 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

Our friend Beatrice Rölli-Schär has written 

and published a beautifully illustrated 36-page 

booklet “Die Briefmarkenträger ‘Postal’ ”.  The text 

is in German and French.  It tells the story of 

stamp-like labels made by the Postal company 

(yes, that’s its name) in which a real stamp was 

pasted.  The vignettes were advertisements, and 

are often called “collar” stamps in English.  An ex-

ample from the booklet appears above.  The text 

includes discussion of related items, some from 

other countries.  I recall one of our AHPS seminars 

– at our Milwaukee convention, I think – at which 

Rölli-Schär described collar stamps.  I was blown 

away; I hadn’t known that such things existed!  I 

am delighted to have documentation now.   

The booklet can be purchased from Rölli-

Schär AG (see their ad on page 15) for CHF30 plus 

CHF 9.50 priority postage (or 6.50 economy post-

age).  Payment can be made by Paypal or credit 

card.  If AHPS places a group order, we can have a 

30% discount.  If people would like to participate in 

a group order, tell me by August 15 and I will 

place the group order. 

Give a man a fish and he can eat for a day.  
Teach a man to fish and you can get rid of 
him for the entire weekend! 

 

 
Fig. 21.  Card from the Swiss flight (Zeppelin post) of October 12, 
1930, with special cancellation from Basel, addressed to Lörrach. The 
fee amounted to1 franc.  The franking, including both 30- and 50-Rp. 
airmail stamps was fully counted, though they had expired. 

 

 
Fig. 22.  Registered letter of February 5, 1930 from Olten via Geneva 
to London.  Regular postage and registration came to 70 Rp., the 
airmail surcharge 20 Rp., for a total of 90 Rp.  The franking was 65 
Rp. of valid airmail postage as well as the no-longer-valid 30-Rp. 
stamp = 95 Rp.  The airmail stamp was counted as 25 Rp.! 

 

 


